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Jos XXL. 26. 
T bey ſhall lie down alike in the duſt, and 


the worms ſhall cover them. 


(NREITMRE OR the Occaſion of which words, 
BESS we need look no further back 
than the Three foregoing Verſes; 
pane wherein holy Job begins a Diſ- 
SUEZRW courſe about the Sovereignty of 
Divine Providence , as to the Duration and 
Comfort of mens Lives, the Time and other 

Circumſtances of their Death. © One dieth in his yer, 24. 
full ſtrength,being wholly at eaſe and quiet : Fbis breaſts 

are full of milk, and his bones are moiſtened with mar- Ver. 24. 
row. Whereas on the contrary, Another dieth m 

the bitterneſs of his ſoul, and never eateth with V5: 
pleaſure. Some feel no previous Decays of Na- 
cure, kindly giving them fair Warning to go ; 
and Others taſt little of the Sweetneſs of Life, 
that ſhould tempt 'em to ſtay. One ſprings up 
and flouriſhes in the Morning, and is ſuddenly 
{napt off by the Hand of Violence by Noon ; 
whereas Another abides till the cloſe of the Even- 
B | ing, 


— 
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ing, and then the gay and gaudy Flower bows 
its fickly head, ſheds its Leaves that were before 
filled with drops of Dew, irs Glory fades, and 
it becomes a withered Stalk, e're it be rooted 
up. 

- how great a Difference ſoever there may 
be in the Way, there's none in the End. Some 
Streams are ſmooth and clear , ſoftly gliding 
along the Golden, Sands, ſporting themſelves in 
their wanton Circlings, as though they would ; 
turn back and review the pleaſant Ground they 
have paſs'd, and had almoſt Forgotten to pro- 
ceed ; and then they are Suddenly loſt, and fink 
under Ground in a Moment. But other Rivers 
flow through a rocky and. barren Land ; are 
full of Mud and Weeds ; their Waters murmur 
as faſt as they run, and ſtill the Noiſe increaſerh 
with the | Stream, till after all, they diſcharge 
r.7. Chemſelves with a kind of Fury and a mighty 

Roar. Burt Both of theſe ar laſt do meer in the 
Ocean, the common Fountain whence they came, 
and the great Gſtern of Nature whither they 
return. So all perſons how diſtant ſoever in 
their Path and Walk, in their State and Condi- 
tion of Life, ar laſt ſhall meet in the Grave, each 
of them falling back into the Ground, whence 
they were Originally taken. _ Or as it is in the 
Words of my Text, 


They 


A Funeral Come 3 


They ſhall lie down alike in the duſt, and the worms 
ſhall cover them. F 


Theſe as well as the foregoing Paſſages are 
not to be Confined wholly to Good men, or 
meerly to the Wicked. The moſt judicious 
Interpreters extend them to Both. And well 
they may ; for in this reſpe&t all things happen alike 
unto all,and they ſhall lie down Alike in the Grave: Or 
as the Word in the Original alſo ſignifies, they 
lie down Together there ; in the common Earth, 
and ſometimes in the very ſame Spot of Ground. 
And when they are there, the worms ſhall cover 
them. It ſeems to be a tacit Alluſton to, and 
Reflection upon the Pompous Funerals which 
were much in uſe in thoſe Eaſtern Countries ; 
they Embalm'd the Carcaſs, wrapt it up in fine 
Linnen , and rich Carpets were wont to be 
ſpread under and over it. Burt yet the Worms 
ſal make Bold with them, be ſo far from keep- 
ing their Diſtance becauſe of all chis State, char 
a numerous Army 'of thele Inſets ſhall come 
upon 'em, and ſeize them as their Prey, 

Which is plainly meant of the Body ; for that 
is the Only part of Man which is laid in the 
Ground ; the Spirit returnimg to God who gave it, Fc, x 


to be diſpoſed of by him in a State of Eternal 7- 
Ss. Hap- 


A 
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Happineſs or Miſery, into one of which it do's 
Immediately pals. 


O Waving many things which might be ſpoken 
to from this Portion of Scripture ; I ſhall only 
reſolve one uſeful Enquiry, and then bring down 
the Point to the _ and Sad Occaſion of 

- this Difcourſe, the late Deceaſe of 'Tiwo Eminent 
Perſons, who a few Days ago lived in one and the 
fame Houſe, but now are dead and buried in one 
and the ſame Grave. So that the Text is Lite- 
rally fulfilled in them ; They lie down Alike, and 
Together in the duſt, and the worms ſhall cover 'em. 
And there I leave Them, (as our Friends will 
Hs e're long, ) and return to the Enquiry that I 
promiſed to ſpeak to, viz; 

«* Why doth God treat the Bodies of Men, and 
&« of Good Men in this Severe manner ? For if the 
Body were able to ſpeak for it ſelf, and plead 
againſt the Soul (though it can't without it ) 
'ewould ſay,*Am not I the curious Workmanſhip 
« of God, a Member of Chriſt, the Purchaſe of 
* his moſt precious Blood, the Temple of the 
«Holy Ghoſt, taken within the Compaſs of 
«the Promiſe, aud the Bond of the Cove- 
* nant which is not confined to a Piece, but 
«reaches to the whole Perſon of a Believer ? 
7 am an Eſffential Part of the Man , thoi 
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*an Inferior one ; which the Soul by the 
«* Weight of Natural Inſtinct hath a ſtrong Incli- 
* nation to and Aﬀection for : We areold, dear, 
* intimate Companions and Friends, mutually 
« Joth to be ſeparated from each other. Tis Death 


«tome to be parted from thee, O my Soul, and thou: 


> © wilt be Maimed and Impertectcill I am reſtored 
«ro thee. I have joined with thee as thy Viral, 
« Active, willing Partner in the glorifying our 
« common Lord; my Members being the Inſtru- 
&« ments of Righteouſneſs unto Holineſs. I have been 
« ebe Miniſter of God under thy Condudt in much 
© patience, in afiftions, in neceſſities, in diſtreſſes, in 
* fripes, in impriſonments, in tumults, m labours, in 
« watchings, in faſtings. T bear about me the marks 
&« of the Lord Jeſus. All along I have been curb'd 
« and kept under, and brought into ſubjetion, and 
« very hardly uſed.And tho it cant be denied,bur 
<«hatl have too often been the unhappyInſtrumenr 
« 2nd Occaſion of Sin and Tempration,yet I have 
« beenthe Leſs faulry of the rwo : Thou, O my 
« Soul, haſt been the Principal Offender. If there- 
« fore Oneis, why ſhould not Both of us be tran- 
« ſlated together into Heaven, as it fared with 
& Enoch and Elias * Or however, if thou get the 
© Start of me, why muſt thou be ſo very Long in 
6 that Bleſſed Place before me 2 Why ar leaſt 
«ſhould I not be Speedily taken up intoGlory af- 


Ln 


cer 


2 Cor.6. 


F, 6. 
Gal. 6. 


I7. 


1 Cor. 
oO, 27. 
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« ter thee? Why mult thy old beloved Habitation 
© be forſaken ſo many Years, till it be utterly rui- 
* ned 2 Why all this Hardſhip, and ſeeming Par- 
« riality on me the poor Body, that I muſt lye 
« rotting in the Grave ſo many Ages, and be a 
« Prey to the Worms, while my Soul is ſinging 
* Hallelujahs in Heaven, and made the Compa- 
*nion of the Bleſſed Jeſus, and all hisHoly Angels? 
But the Weakneſs of this Objection, ns the 
Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Goodneſs of God herein 
will appear by the following Conſiderations. 


' I. This is a proper Expedient to awaken and 
keep up -_ Senſe of Sin in all Ages. And tis ne- 
ceſſary,dve Apprehenſions of that ſhould be main- 

raind in an Apoſtate World ; that thereby we 

may be induc'd to walk Humbly with God ; that 

a Check may be given to growing Wickednels; 

that men may be excited to think of Returning to 

God, and making their Peace with him ; and 

Overcures of Reconciliation by his Goſpel may 

be more readily entertain d. Fallen Man is a 

ſtupid drowzy Creature , and needs fo loud an 

Alarm as this 1s to awaken him. And this Me- 

thod of Providence is a very apt means in order 

hereunto z which I ſhall open in the two follow- 
ing Particulars. 


(1.) This 
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(1.) This naturally tends to preſerve in all 
Ages a deep Senſe of the Firſt Sin of our Firſt 


Parents. And 
(2.) To create in us a quick Apprehenſion of 


our own Perſonal Sins. 


(1.) To preſerve in all Ages a deep and lively 
Senſe of the Firſt Sin of our Firſt Parents. There 
are Two vain Imaginations of many about this, 
which God hereby doth very ſenſibly confure. 
One is, That we are not Concern'd in it. The 
other is, There's no reaſon why God ſhould be 
ſo Angry at it. 

What is that to Us, ſay ſome, that fuch a Sin 
was committed by Another ſo many Thouſand 
Years before we had a Being? Not conſidering 
that Adam was the common. Root and Head of 
all his Poſterity. As to This, as well as ſome 
Other Points, every man 1s born aPelagian, Armi- 
nian, and Socinian. Bur if the Living hold their 
Peace, the Dead preach down this Error. The 
Grave as well as the Bible confutes it. Every 
Carkaſs that falls into the Ground , is a ſenſible 
Lefture upon Original Sin. Providence every 
day writes a Comment on that Scripture , By gg, . 
one man ſin entred into the world , and death by ſm, 12, 19. 
and ſo death hath paſſed upon all men , for that all 
have ſinned. *T's plain, that By the Diſobedience 


of 


_—— - 
* 
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of One many were made ſinners , becauſe all are 
treated as ſuch upon theaccount thereof. 

But what meaneth this great Diſpleaſure of 
God, ſay others, at ſo light and trivial an Offence 
as this ? It will not appear to be ſo Little a one 
if view d in a due Light, and weigh'd in all its 
Circumſtances ; tho to enter upon that would 
be too great a Digreſſion. By the End of all 
men God wiſely teſtifies concerning the Great- 
neſs of that Sin , and how Hateful to him that 
firſt Offence was, which brought ſo much Diſ- 
order and Confuſion into his lower Creation, 
and diſturb'd the Pleaſure he took in the Review 
of the Work of his Hands. | 

All Prudent Governors have been wont ſe- 
verely to puniſh the firſt wilful and open breach 


| of their Laws, for the better Preſervation of their 


Authority, and ſtriking an Awe into the minds 


of theix_ Subjects, that they might keep them 


>within the bounds of their Duty. No Puniſh- 


ment jn particular had been threatned to the 1/- 
raelites in caſe of the Prophanation of the Sab- 


bath, as appears, becauſe Moſes was at loſs, and 


Numb. £1 to conſult with God thereupon. And one 


IF» 32, 


33 


would have thought that in ſuch a place as the 
Wilderneſs, where theNeceſlitiesof theMan'sFami- 
ly probably were very preſling,there was no great 
Harm in picking up a handful or two of Wood, 


[£0] 
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to warm or dreſs Proviſions for 'em upon that 
Day. Why ſhould the gathering a few Sticks 
kindle fo great a Flame in the Breaſt of Moſes 
againſt him , cauſe him to be taken into cloſe 
Cuſtody, and at laſt by the Divine Order to be 
put to Fl Severe a Death as that of Stoning ? The 
Reaſon was), the Sabbath had been lately re- 
eſtabliſh'd by a Law then Newly given ; and this 
Man being the Firſt Preſumptuous Breaker of it, 
was to bemade a Publick Example, that others 
might learn from him to reverence the Sabbath- 
day and keep it Holy. Duſt thou art, and unto Gen. 4. 
duſt ſhalt thou return , and into it ſhalt thou be 29: 
reſolved, was the Sentence denounc'd on Adam, 
as the Head of all his Race, becauſe he had eaten 
of the Forbidden Fruir. And it-rakes hold of, 
and isexecuted upon all his Children thronghour 
all Generations; a wiſe ſtanding Memorial and 
Teftimony from Heaven , how heinouſly God 
reſented chat Firſt.Sin; and a lond Warning to 
every Age as falt as it comes up, thar-all che 
Sons of Adam may hear and fear, and do no 
more preſumpruoully, {mning after the ſimilitude 
of his tranſgreſſion. + | 

And that the Argument may 'come with the 
greater Weight upon our minds, God puniſhes 
it not only in Adam's Off-ſpring, but in his own 
Children roo. Such a Love indeed hath he for 
C Them, 


be 


IO 
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Them, ſo far are they returned into his Grace and 
Favour, thattheir Souls immediately upon Death 
enter into'a State of Glory. But 'tis withal a 
State of- Separation from the Body, to which 
their departed Spirits have a natural Relation, a 
ſtrong Propenſion, and can never be thorough- 
ly happy without 'em. Every Grave and Tomb, 
eſpecially , every one in which the Carkals of a 
Saint lies , is as it were a Pillar of Infamy , on 
which God hath engraven in Capital Letcers his 
Diſpleaſure againſt that Leading Sin, and eve 

one that paſſes by ſhould fee, read, and under- 


- ſtand. So.that tis ſurprizing that the Tradition 


Heb, 9. 


27. 
Gen. 3. 
15, 19 


of the Fall hath been loſt, and the Notion of 
Original Sin hath not been propagated from the 
Father to che Child, - as well as the Human Na- 
ture, and reach'd as far as the Guilt and Pollution 
of it hath done. How noiſom is that Leproſy 
in the Wall, that on its account the whole Houle 
{hall be demoliſh'd } 

(2.) This naturally rends to excite in us a 
quick, ſenſe of our own Perſonal Sins. *Tis indeed 
unalterably appointed for all men once to dye. And 
it was never the Deſign of God to prevent the 
Executionof this Sentence on the Holieſt of men, 
as is plain , becauſe returning to the duſt was 


threatned after the Promiſe. of the Meſjah. 


But 
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But too many ripen the Seeds of Mortality 
that are ſowed in our Natures, and make them 
ſpring up beforethe time, and ſooner than other- 
| wiſe of courſe they would do. Some are guil- 
ty of ſuch Sins as have a Phyſical Influence on the 
ſhortning their days. And it is not to be ex- 
7 that God by an Extraordinary Providence 

ould alter the Nature of Things, and do Mi- 
racles for preſerving the Fleſh , though he doth 
Wonders nn the ſaving mens Souls. Others are 
overtaken with thoſe Follies which have a fatal 
Influence-in a Moral way. A, little Child often 
proves a great : 1dol, uſurps that'place-in the Pa- 
rents Hearts, which God challenges as his own 
Peculiar. And therefore the Image of Jealouſy 
is broken in pieces, throwty in the Dirt, and bu- 
ried out of their faght , -that-it may no-longer 
prove an Offence to God, and a Snare to them. 
Yea for this reaſon Joſeph is not , and Simeon is 
not, and Benjamin is taken away too; the fond 
Parents are bereft of All their Children,and look ? 
like naked Trees, all whoſe Branches are torn 
off. 

Sometimes a man dies in- his own Sin, at other yy 
times the Offences of his ſurvivirig Friends help 27. 3. 
forward the cutring him: off - before his Time. 
There is a Complication of Diſtempers,and there is 
the like as to thoſe Sins which bring 'em : Sins 

C4 19 
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in him that is gone, and thoſe ' char ſtay be- 
hind. | 

-*'Tis true indeed, God may have divers De- 
ſigns in ſuch-a Providence, all which he can 
carry on by one and the ſame Stroke. It may 
be he viſits our Families to try our Graces, and 


yet withal to purge our our Corruptions; to pre- 


vent New Sins, and yet to puniſh us for our Old 
ones; 'as a Warning to Others, and as an Ad- 
monition to our Selves allo. And that may be 


the Principal, though not the only End of God. 


Gen.4-7- 


Some Paſſages of .his Providence , like ſome of 
thoſe in his Word, 'may have Various Senſes and 
Meanings, tho there is One that is mainly in- 
tended. Therefore the beſt of men have been very 
apt to:\uſpet, when Death hath entred ſo haſtily 
into their Houſe, the Reaſon is, Becauſe Sm 
lieth at the door of it. Such was the Pride, the 
Earthlineſs, the Formality, the Vanity, the Dead- 
nefs of my Spirit, that I needed ſuch an awaken- 
ing Providence as this. The Intent of God is 
to bring the Living down to the Duſt, by caſt- 
ing their dearRelations into the Grave ; to make 
Sin vile and loathſome to us, by making their 
Bodies ſo. | Happy ſhould we be, if our Cor- 
ruptions were as! thoroughly killed as our Friends 
are. He knows when he does this he touches 
us in a very tender and ſenſible Place z and this 

is 


A Funeral Sermon. ': 
is a very proper Expedient toraiſe and preſerve a 
ſerious Senſe of Sin inthe mindsof men : Which 
is the Firſt, bur nor the only thing to be urged 
in the preſent Caſe. For, 
IT. This is a powerful Means to cure the ſinful 
Love of this Body, which we are fo fatally fond 
of, to the wretched negle&t of God and our 
better Part. Fallen Man is ſutik down into 
Senſe, and apt to live as tho he were All Body, 
and had not a Noble Soul dwelling within, 
Inſtead of raiſing our Aﬀections to Heavenly 
Objects, our Spirits go downward to the earth, and xccec. 
the things thereof : As Fire in a lighted Vapour 3-21 
deſcends, tho that be contrary to its Nature, fol- 
| lowing the ſorry Matter whereby it is fed and 
drawn. . Theſe Bodies of ours are the Inftru- 
ments of Sin, and daily Temptersto it. How 
much Guilt do we contra&t, how many Follies 
and Sins of Omiſtion and Commiſſion are we 
berray'd unto, from an inordinate Love of thoſe 
Pleaſures that are grateful, and a ſinful Fear of 
thoſe Pains that are afflitive to 'em ? How 
often doth the providing Neceflaries, and com- 
fortable Accommodations for the outward man ; 
Anxious thoughts 'whar ſhall we Eat, and what 
ſhall we Drink, and wherewich ſhall we be 
Cloathed ; and the eating of our Food, fol- 
lowing our Diverſions , indulging the Body, 
| and 


A Funeral Sermon. 


Exod. 
32. 20, 


and hanging on coſtly Ornaments upon it ; 
devour our Time, take oft the edge and vigour 
of our Souls from ſpifitual Objects ; hinder 
the Divine Exerciſe and Improvement of our 
Rational Powers ? The Fleſh like a peeviſh Child 
cries, and muſt have what it craves, or it will 
not be quiet ; and if it be croſlsd, we murmur 
againſt God and Providence. We pamper, we 
beautify, we pleaſe it, while the Soul is neg- 
lected.and ſtarved : And we pride our ſelves in 
the Strength and Beauty of ir. 

Need enough there is of ſome Remedy 
againft all this. And the State that our Bodies 
ſhall be reduced unto in the Grave, is a ve 
Proper,, and (it duly laid to Heart) would be an 
Effeftual one. 

God deals by this 1dol of ours, as Moſes did 
with that of the 1ſraelites ; who the more effe- 
ftually to convince them of their madneſs in 
Worſhipping a Golden Calf as their God, nor 
only brake it in pieces, but grinded it to Powder 
alſo, as though he would deſtroy not only the 
Form, but as far as in him lay, the very Matter 
of it too. | 

Know, O vain Woman ! Thy lovely Whire 
and ;Red which thou doſt {o often view in the 
Glaſs, ſhall be turn'd into a frightful Paleneſs, 
and a ghaſtly Deformity, and there will be no 

Charms 
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Charms in a Worm-eaten Face. Though thou 
are now fo nice and delicate, that thou hardly 
knoweſt how to ſet the ſole of thy Foot upon 
the Ground ; yet thy whole Body ere long (hall 
be caſt into it, as a noiſom and unclean thing ; 
be ſowed in Diſhonour, and like a Grain of 
Wheat, ſhall rot under it. Though now thy 
thronging Admirers pay thee ſo many courtly 
Viſits z yet a little while and they ſhall pay thee 
no more, till they themſelves Die, and draw af- "INS 
ter thee, not attracted by the force of thy Beauty, 33. 
bur conſtrain'd by the unchangeable Decrees of 
Heaven. Now, it may be, many are pleaſed with 
thy Company and Preſence ; but the time is 
coming, when not ſo much as one of them 
will for the ſpace of an Hour ſtay in the Room 
with thee z but in their own Defence will be 
lad to have thee removed out of their Sight: 
Thou ſhalt be laid among the clods of the Valley, 
and then thy humble Admirers will crample 
thee under their Foot, who are now {o ready to 
fall down at Thine. 
Know , O vain man! That thy Youthful 
Body , whoſe ſeveral Parts do now act fo INT 
nimbly, and. whoſe Blood and Spirits run ſo hy 
briskly through their ſeveral Channels, ſhall be- p. 8. 
come as ſenfleſs a Lump, as the firſt Matter be» 


fore-the Spirit of the Lord began to mave upon 
If. 


> eo hoe apr, 
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6. 13, 


ic. Thy buſy Brain ſhall be dried away., and 
nothing be ſeen but a piece of thy broken Skull 
turn'd up at the mouth of the Grave. "Thy 
ſparkling Eye ſhall drop out, and nothing re- 
main but its empty Hole ; nothing ſhall be left 
bur che ſorry Fragments of thy Mouth, without 
that Silver Tongue that now is in it. * Thou 
ſhalc neither breathe, nor walk, nor ſpeak, nor 
laugh, nor ſee nor be ſe-n any more, but crum- 
ble away into noifora Duſt. 

Know, O ſenſual Epicure | Thy Belly which is 
thy God will e're long be deſtroyed, and what 
then ſhall the Worſhipper do ? Meats for the 
Belly, and the Belly for Meats, but God ſhall de- 
ſtroy both it and them. Now thou haſt no reliſh 
or ſayour of ſpiritual Delights, what will become 
of thee when thou art a naked Spirit. Thy ſe- 
parated Soul can no more be jt and pleaſed 
with Taſts and Colours, with Sounds and 
Smells, than thy breathleſs Carcaſs can , that 
{hall moulder into Duſt. Hereby God hath ta- 
ken a wiſe courſe to cut down thy Pride, check 
thy Ambition, cure thy Senſualicy, diſgrace thy 
Flefh in thine Eyes, and pur aflur on all the ſedu- 
cing and alluring Pleaſures of it. Fool thatthou 


| art! Learn from God's Example to have a lower 


opinion of thy vile Body, which ſhall become 
yet viler than it is; and be more tender of thy 
noble 


—_ =. 
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noble Soul which God ſhews ſo peculiar a Value 
for,! and a ſpecial Regard unto, as appears by 
the ſo infinitely differene Habications and States 
provided for the 'One" and the Othet , when 
they are parted alunder. 

III. This is a Help to ow Duty, and a means 
for the Trial of our Graces. Had not Uſe recon- 
ciled us to it, methinks it looks a little Odd and 
Barbarous to kill and devour ſo many living 
Creatures : And it would tempt a man to wiſh 


ke had been born in thoſe Early days, wherein - 


Men livd upon Roots and Herbs ; whien the 
Beaſt and his: Rider after they had Travell'd 


rogether all Day, _ have fed together at - 


Night, in one and the ſame Paſture. Bur either 
the chilling of the Earth by the Deluge, or the 
coldneſs of che Climate, or that Tyrant Cuſtom 
hath made it requiſite to- ear Fleſh for the ſup» 
port of our Lives. Many Painful Operations 
we are forc'd to undergo, and {wallow many a 
Potion , ſome of. which care ſo- very nauſeous, 
that after our Recovery: the bare Reading over 
the Bills which our Phyſicians have wrote for 
us, is enough to make us almoſt as fick again, 
as the taking the Phyſick/.preſcribed in 'em; 
did, And many an. anxious':[Thought ſand 
weary Journey doth it ſometimes cot ug.to ſave 
our Lives. The noiſom an =-- 4 
D Darknels, 


-— th— 
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Darkneſs, che” frigheful Horror of the Grave, 
makes us, willingly' ſubtnir to alt this : And.is'a 
Motive'to our Patieat continuance here below, 
notwithſtanding: all:the AMitions and Farigues, 
Contradictions and Troubles we meer” with in 
the ſerving God-and our Generation ; which are 
fo many,- that otherwiſe-a' good man would be 
rempted, in 'a Per, like. Blijab, to wiſh himſelf 
gone, before the” had. finiſhed the Work which 


s given him to do. | 


This alſo is a means to try the Sincerity and 


Strength of eur Gyaces. Heaven is the Place which 
Holy- men earneftly breathe after, and are in- 


 duſtriouſly-preparing themſelves for, and pleaſe 


® 2 Cor. 
C. 1, 8. 


tEph. 5. 
29. 


chemſelves with the fore-thoughts of under all 
cheir Burdens i *And hereby they ſhew then- 
ſelves to be-Rctſons of an Extellent Spirit. Bur 


the ſhining Exetllency of their Spirits could nor - 


appear, were-it-as eaſy to - get into-Heaven, 
as 'tis\to move from one Country to another : 


Or but to ſtep up into -Blijah's- Chariot, . and fo 


drive away in an inſtanr, Body and*Soul roge- 
ther into the Regions above. Bur alas | They 
mult * be. diſſolved before they can be with Chriſt ; 


be abſent from the Bydy, which thereupon of courſe 


mult be/ eorrupred;/iin order to cheir-bemg with 
the! Lords! *Now no wiaw( in his right Wits )'ever 
bated bis own 4. Pleſh,but tiveth andcheriſhethic. The 


Umon 
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Union berween Soul and Body is ſuch, thar great 
Preffures of AMi&tion and Violence cantpart em z 
like the 6bſtinare Cohefion of two ed Mars 
_ or the ewo 6 Hemiſpheres, which 
reat appendent eight, or the a ſtrengch 
q "many Horſes is not able to fever from each 
6ther : org 'tharc have pared che moſt 
Learned Phi hets , as almoſt "ey 
elſe doth boron and Nature. wid Ts 
How great is the love'of God, of Chuilt , 
Heaven, "Vihar. can. conquer this Love of this _ 
dy, ind" the" Fetir *of Death, and 'the Grave, 
whoſe Names carry Dread: anal Fevior Ferror\ ini'enn ; 


{o that 2 man can't but 'fhrink, and hives and + 
ftart back ar'che* Thoughts of -*av1! How 10% 


rionsis'# Chriftfan's cane and cheerful: fiubmuif- 
on to the fatal dividing' Sentence, whos 3&-Gbd's 
Command can lay down [his Head, and re- 
ceive rhe cruel zrting Ktroke with fteddineſs and 
conpoſtrs! of 'Mikd:$'yea;  wich1Comfort: -and 
ops, 'thar tho his Heſhis almold gone already, 
4 8"Bokes uſt] quickly "follow; /and his 
Duft be (catter'd 'it'mmay be in Ten chonland Pla- 
"ces, yer there-is nor anyfinalh: wandring! Aron 
[that can remble-(6 far as 7 /ts: ger [beyond | thi 
"reach of either the Pye oy Hand «of :Gad'y: he 
_ {wil one day bring the liette Waft and Stray back 
pn - ns _ Owner, and fix it3n/1 Its PeQ- 
"RN D 2 | per 
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r Place! Tho the already torterin Tenement: 
of Clay becomera Heap of onping for many. 
Ages, yet in an inſtant he will raiſe /ic up into a, 
Stately Palace ; make this wither d Carkaſs, that; 


is ſpeedily to he made much more loathiome. 


thanit:is, Spiritual, Incorruptible, and Immor-. 
tab. 1 know that my ry liveth (tho I am, 
treated as tho there were no ſach Perſon. ), . aud 


that be ſhall ſtand at the latter day upon the. earth. 


And tho after my kin worms deſtroy this body, yet in 
my fleſh ſhall 1Jet God, 'mbom Py ſhall ſee. for my ſelf} 
and mine-eyes ſhall behold; and not-another, tho my 
reins be: confuvied \within me. . This Profeſſion of 
his Faith rendred Jbb, in ſpight of che, Dunghil, 

and of. all his Sores and Ulgers, far more 1us 


ftrious than ever he was.in the. ney of. his great+- 


eft Pt 

IV. Hercby Grift bath) the Preeminence, which 
is due to him, and-deſigned for him in all things. 
Fc was neceffary indeed that; he:ſhould ſtay ſome 
Time' in the Grave ;. or elfe the. Realiry of his 
Death would have becn- queſtion'd, and conle- 
| ans. that of his Reſurrection too:; and fo 

e two: great Fundamental Truths of the Go- 


ipel; have loſt their Efficacy,. becauſe Both 


-wauld- have beeri doubtful. . But then. be was 
Pal. 16.-fpeedily'taiſed a Lv on. the Third Day ; Gad 


that his Holy One ſhould not ſee 


Corruption, 


Joying: promil, 
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Corruption. Which was ſuch a ſpecial Privilege, 
that'St. Peter hence proves that David could nor 

be the Meſſiah, but that our Jeſus was He. And 
therefore that Paſſage wherein the Apoſtle is At 13. 
made to ſay that God raiſed him up ow the 3+ 
dead, no more to return to Corruption ®, ſhould be * The 
tranſtated, No more to return to the Grave. For _ | 
to return no more-to Corruption, implies that he had eco 
ſuffered it once already ; which is to make Pay! filethere 


contradict himſelf, for afterwards he ſaith, Chri/? _ 
ſaw no Corruption. anſwers 
to the 


Heb. nMw , ( which the Septuagint render by Jeploes.) : And that ſig- 
nifies two things 5 ſometimes Corruption ; -at- other times the Pit , the 
Grave, the Place where Bodies-are wont to putrify. See Prov. 28. 10, 
Ezek. 19, 4. both in;the Original and the LXX. In both: which Pla, 
ces it can ſignify only a Pir. And fo it ſhould be rendred here ; He 
raiſed him up from-che Dead,: na more '(nor to return 16 Corruption, but 
no.more ) to return to the Pit, or the Grave: \Nor will that. Obſervation « 
ſignify any. thing in chis Place , That waxin ( no more ) ſignifies only , 
ot, without reſpet to any foregoing Time. For net to retars to Cor- 
ruption, doth imply a former ſuffering it, which is to make the Apolitle. : 
inconſiſtent with himſelf, 


And” it” was neceſſary that Chriſt! ſhould be 


ſpeedily raiſed our of the Grave, and not lye £ 227] 
there for many Ages, as the Bodies of [the Saints | 


.do. For his Reſurrection is the great Proof of : 


his Divine Miſſion , and the Truth of- his Do- : 
Arine, and the Acceptableneſs of his. Sacrifice to » 
God, without which we could have no reaſon to ; 


believe on him, and lay the Streſs of our Souls . 


upon i 


X FR" Y a. t.Dat}Av 
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x Cor. upon his Death. And therefore the Scripture 
Rm. 4. Tepreſents this..as one of the Foundation-Stanes 
25. of all our Hopes of Pardon , Grace, and Glo- 
Rom. % 1y.; and as the great Pillar of many other Arti- 
9 cles of the Chriſtian Faith ; viz; his Intercefhon, 
20 Kingly Power, and being the Judge both of the 
x P& 1: Quick and! Dead. Without this, the Hearts of 
lich.7. his Diſciples had been utterly broken , and they 
35- , could neyer have had the Face to have preached 
EV. I. G 
18. the Goſpel as they did. - 
"Tis true indeed the Bodies of Enech and Elias, 
together with their Souls, aſcended. into Heaven, 
And that of Moſes ſeems tg have been raiſed, 
Matth. becaufe he was one'of the Two who waited on 
17-3- Chriſt at his Transfiguration. But then for any 
_ thing that doesappear, it might have lain putri- 
fying in the Grave for many Ages, and have 
been raiſed juſt at that time, and for. that Partin 
cular Service. - And what if I ſhould gueſs thar 
Jude. this was the occaſion of the Diſpute berween Mi- 
9. chael and Satan about his Body ? The Devil is ſaid 


A ——— 
 — 


Heb. 2. to bave the Power of Death. And tis not improx 


24 bable that he might be enraged, that che Son of 
God ſhould be ſo highly favoured as to have ſuch 
an, .tmbaſſador, with uch a Particular Mark of 
Honour conferr'd on him\as RS raving him by a 


Miracle : And that this Eminent Inſtrument of 


God in his day (the foul Spirit having A pecu- 
YE ; lar 
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liar Spleen againſt ſuch ) ſhould be pirch'd upon 
to: be the Perſon, and. that his Body before its 
Time ſhould be delivered from thatDeath which 
his Temptation had -brought into the World, 
and be forthwith tranſlated into Heaven, fo far 
aboye his Reach; and he thereby get the Start 
of others, and be made happy as to both Parts 
of him, ſo much ſooner than the reſt of his 
Brethren. This might torment a malicious De- 
vil, and be the Occaſion of his-managing ſo 
warm a Debate. Bur this by the Way ; and ler 
it paſs for a Conjecture, | 

Tis true alſo, that at the Reſurrection ( or as 
ſome think, at the * Death) of Chriſt, many * That 
of the Bodies of the Saints which ſlept, aroſe , axd _ 
rame out of their Graves ; where they had notlaia ; "og ; 
very. many years, for then there had been no which 
ſurviving Friends who could have particularly 5.7 41. 


remembred 'em upon their freſh appearing in Many 
Bodies of ' 


Feruſalem. Burt for any thing we. know, their 5u 


Bodies. might have lain. lo long as to be diſlol- v4; 
ved in the Earth ; not to add, that it may be ſep, «- : 
they returned thichet again. roſe, = 
of their Grawes after his Reſurre&ion , and went inta the boly City ; ſome 
Learned Crirticks do thus tranſlate more exactly according tor the Orj- 
ginal, and thus poitt,, Mary Bodies of Saints which ſlept, aroje, and coming 
aut of their Graves , ow” bis ReſurreGion they went into the Holy City, So - 
the Series of the Hiſtory is preſerv'd entire, and the Senſe of the 
Place, according to them, is , Thar they aroſe at his Death, tho they 
entred not into Feruſalem till his ReſurceRtion. Vid. PaoP's wo in loc. 
[3 And. 
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' And 'tis| not to be denied; -that thoſe who 
ſhall be found alive at the Laſt Day, - ſhall not dye, 
but be changed. Bur the Laſt Day is a Time of 
all Miracles, the Courſe of Nature, and uſual 
Proceedings being chen wholly overturn'd. 

- However, at the moſt, all theſe are but a 
few Particular Inſtances, and Inconſfiderable Ex- 
ceptions from the Common Rule, and that too 
upon great Neceſlities, and very Extraordinary 

' Occaſions. And allowing for theſe, compara- 
tively with the main Bulk of Mankind, it was 
the Peculiar Prilege of our Bleſſed Saviour; 
not to continue in the ſtate of the Dead till his 
Body was diſſolved there. And none of his 
People have reaſon to repine at the Royal Prero- 

 'gative of this King of Saints, and Lord of Glo- 
ry, eſpecially ſecing it is ſo much for the Advan- 

rage of all his Subjects. 
V. Who can tell, but that our ſeparated Souls 

'in Heaven may be gradually ripen'd and ſtrengthen'd 
for the Management of thoſe Spiritual Bodies which 

| ſhall be given us at the Laſt Day * This can't 

Scat's hold indeed as to them that ſhall be found alive 
"Chriſt. at the coming of Chrift : Burt the Caſe of that 
bp ap Day is Peculiar, and all the Proceedings of it 
are altogether out of -the common Road. Why 

may it not be true as to. Others, tho not as to 
Them ? 


The 
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The Glorified Bodies that are deſigned for the 
Saints are very Ryeroorcinary, and require great 
Force and Power. to a&t and animate em. 

The moſt High is. a: God of Order and 
Wiſdom ; now 'tis' an A of Prudence fo to 
ſettle” Aﬀairs, that one thing, like the Links of a 
Chain, may run into\another ; the former be a 
Step to the latter which follows, till we come to 
the Laſt End of all. Thisisthe ſettled Method 
of Divine Proceedings here below. Why ſhould 
it ſeem Incredible or Impoſlible,that there ſhould 
be ſomewhat like this Above ? | 

The Spirits of the J uſt when they depart, are 
Perfeft indeed, but 'tis not Abſolutely, but Rela- 
tively, compared with their preſent State. Their 
Circumſtances ſhall be mended at the Laſt Day. 
The Angels, by Chriſt's Death, and Aſcenſion, ph, 4. 
and obſerving the Proceedings of God towards 7: 
his Church on Earth, grow in Knowledge ; and _ 6 
no doubt, that Knowledge brings a new Pleaſure 
with. it. .. The Joy, of the Saints-will be increaſed, 
when all the Children; of. God ſhall-meet toge- 
ther in one. Why may we not ſuppoſe that ſe- 

arated Souls, who do certainly wait for , and 
without, any Diſturbance deſire. the, Reſtitution 
of: their Bodies, ſhould by-inuring themſelves. co 
the Heavenly Life: be -ftrengthned and - diſpoſed 
for the better Managemenr of them, when they 


thall be reſtored? E But 
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But this is offered as a bare ConjeFure, that it 
maybe, 1 dare not affert that ſo-it is. I leave ir 
as Doubrful and Uncertain,” arid paſs onto what. 
is not ſo. ' Which is that BA 

\ VI. This tends to make the Second Appear-- 
ing of Chrift the more _ The Dead in 


Chriſt ſhall ariſe Firſt , betore they who' are Alive 


and remain ſhall be changed. How Aſtoniſhing 
will it be to the Men of that Generation, to ſee 
that Laſt Enemy, who would never part with 
any thing before, conftrain'd by his Power in one 
Moment to Refund all his Rich and Numerous 
Spoils at once'! When the Scatter d Materials of 
all the old Bodies ſhall be ſuddenly brought to- 
gether, each inirs proper place ; and the Corrupt- 
ed Subſtance made like the Glorious Body of 
Chriſt himſelf: When from ſo: great a Vileneſs 
they ſhall ſpring up in an Inſtant, in the twink- 
ling of an Eye, like Ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand Fiery Chariors rifing up at once from 
all Parts of che Land and Sea, ro'meet and at- 
tend their Redeemet' in'the Air: How will this 
increaſe the Glory and Triumph of that Day ; 
more than if they had been Priyartely raiſed, and 
dropt one by one into Heaven, and then come 
forth from thente ! How will he then be admired 


z'Thef. in bis Saints, and glorified in all them that have be- 


E; IO. 


keved. on him !. 


VII. This 
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VII. This ſerves to promote Faith in Chriſt 
in This, and raiſe our Love and Adoration of 
him in Both Worlds. It ſhould indeed endear 
him to us, that he delivers from the Wrath to come, 
and hath open'd the Kingdom of Heaven to us. 
Bur both thoſe States are Future and Inviſible, do 
not ſtrike on our Senſes, nor conſequently make 
ſo deep an Impreſſion upon our Hearts. Buc 
the Ruins that Death makes , we ſee with our 
Eyes every Day. Whar'a quickning Motive is 
this to a conſidering Man to apply himſelf to 
the Second Adam, that by Him: we may be deli- 
ver'd from all che Fatal Mifchiefs brought on us 


by the Firſt, who was the Figure of him that was Rom. g. 
to come ? Therefore it is, that tho Chriſt be al- 74 
ways the Same in Himſelf, and ar-all cimes Preci- ; pee, 
ous to them who believe ; yer is he never So valua- 2-7 


ble intheir Account, Senſe and Feeling, as he is 
in the near Approaches of their Dying Agonies, 
and their Laſt Moments. | 

And asthis Method naturally rends:ro Recom- 
mend Chriſt to us in This World, ſo it does to 
render him Everlaſtingly amiable in the World to 


" COMe. 


One great Change hath been already made in 


"the Heavenly State, co His Honour as well as che 


unſpeakable Happineſs of Saints and Angels 
above. That was, whenin our Natvre He en- 
| E 2 tred 
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tred wichin the Veil, to intercede there as our 


High-Prieſt, and reign as Univerſal King. 


Another great. Change ſhall be made there, 
when upon the Concluſion of the Day of Judg- 
ment Chriſt ſhall give up the Mediatory King- 


dom to the Father. Now the receiving the Full 


Reward :and Purchaſe of 'his Blood, is Wiſely 
reſerved till that Great Day ; that ſo upon that 
mighty Revolution and Turn of Affairs, all the 
Children of God being mer together in One 
Aſſembly, and being newly made by the Re- 


deemer happy in Soul and Body too juſt Before 


the Commencement of that New State, when 
the Son ſhall be ſubje& to the Father , and God be 
all in all; they may enter upon it with a warm 


-Senſe upon their Souls ,- how Infinitely they are 


indebted ta him, and with joyful Hearts and loud 
Voices ſing Hallelujahs ro God and to. the Lamb 
too for ever and ever, | 

Having thus juſtified this Conduct of God in 
dooming the Bodies of Good Men to lye in the 
Grave , while their Souls are received up into 


. Paradiſe, I proceed ro the Application. Of 


Many Uſes that might be made, I ſhall juſt 


touch on theſe Three. 


I. Let this be a Confirmation of our Faith con- 
cerning a Future State of Rewards, and Puniſhments. 
The Bodies of All, both Bad and Good, go 

| down 


” Ed. 


by removing, FirſtcheReligious Lady LANE); 
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down Alike, and lye Together in the Duſt. There 
is therefore Anothet Habitation beyond the 
Grave, where their Souls do not fare Alike, nor 
dwell Together. And their Bodies ſhall riſe up 
in a very Different Manner , and to very Diffe- 


— 


rent Ends. The one to Everlaſting Life, the other Dan. 12. 


to Everlaſting Shame, Contempt and@Milery. 


IT. Diligently Prepare for ſuch a Time as this ; 
by Faith in Chriſt, Love to him, Diligence in 
his Service, Weanedneſs from this World, Di- 
vine Aſſurance, and daily Meditation on the 


Dark Houſe appointed for all Living: . 


IIT. Don't too deeply Regret it, when God 
makes a Separation between you, and any of 
your deareſt Comforts. Death will divide you 
from your-Selves, and cleave Body and Spirit 
aſunder. Let the Fhoughts of your Grear 
Change reconcile you ro Smaller ones. 

Particularly, let us notRepine againſt Provi- 
dence for ſnatching away our Godly Friends and 


Relations. Job uſhers in-the Words -of- which 


my Text is a Part, with this Preface, Shall any Job'zr. . 


teach God Knowledge , ſeeing be judgeth thoſe that 22. . 


are Fhoh ? | 


Let me apply this to-that Mournful Family 
in-which God hath lately made a Double Breach, 


Jo. A Fanerdl Sermon, 
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- and quickly after, her Aged Father, the Worthy 
JO HN LANE, Elq 
For Another to Paint ard lay falſe Colours 
on the Dead, is almoſt as abominable as 'ris for 
the Livmgto do! it on Themſelves. This there» 
. fore I ſhall carefully ayoid. Burt I ſhall give a 
True, thoWmperte&t, Deſctiption'of Both of 'em, 
The Excellent Lady Lane deſcended from a 
Father who was a bright Example of Holineſs, 
Alderman Aſhhurſt , whole daily Buſineſs ic was 
to walk with God and do good to Men, The 
Children of ſuch are wont. to inheric Spiricual” 
Bleſſings. Such a Rarity indeed is ſometimes 
x Kings ſeen, as a Holy Abjjah ſpringing from a Vile Je- 
14+ 13+ . yoboam, like a Young Green Tree ſhooting forth 
from a Stone Wall. But'Religious Families are 
the Ordinary Nurſerics of true Piety ; and 'is 
more ulually ſeen, that the Natural Branches do 
reſemble the Holy Root on which they grow. 
While this eminently Religious Father of, hers 
lay for many days languiſhing,under the Wound 
that was given him for the curing him of that, 
'which they that have felt, muſt acknowledge to 
be one of the moſt Aﬀiiting Diſcakes that. the 
Body of Man is ſubje& to ; She unweariedly 
miniſtred ro him ; tho ſhe was then under ſuch 
Circumſtances as might have afforded a ſtrong 
:Plea to have excuſed her from ſuch, a Service. 
| But 
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Bur a deep Senſe of thoſe Dutiful Returns which 
a Child owes to a. diſtreſſed Parent ; and the 
great Pleaſure he manifeſtly rook in her Atten- 
dance, made her almoſt forget her Self and the 
Child ſhe. was then big withal: And cauſed her 
to continue her tender Care of him to the Mo- 
ment of his Death, when the Good Afbels (who 
were fitteſt to begin where She made an End ) 
took the Work, out of her hands, and convoyed his 
Departed Soul to the Seat of the Bleſled. 

In the whole Compals of my Acquaintance 
(which is not very narrow) I never obſerved any 
'who have taſted more of the Comforts of the 
Conjugal Society and Relation, than her ſurvi- 


' ving Husband and She. did, She greatly contri- - 


- buted to the making of the Houſe where they li- 
ved, 'a Paradiſe; and was to. him as a Tye of 
Life ; not to give Immortality indeed ( for that's 


not in the Power of Nature) but for the afford-- 


ing Delight and Pleaſure, which is the Gongforr 
and the Flower of Life. Wherets ſome-iof the 
Daughters of Eve too nearly relemble.cheir Mg- 


ther, and (through the concurring Folly of their 


Husbands, as it was in the Beginning) rurn the 
Dwelling of the Man into a Place | 
Thorns. 


Having found the Benefat of a Religious Edys - 


cation her Self , She was very deſirous that her 


Children | 
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Children ſhould reap the ſame Ineſtimable Ad- 
vantage. Care therefore was taken by her for 
the inftructing 'em while they were Young ; and 
particularly in the Morning while ſhe was Dreſ- 
ſing, they in their Turns were wont to read to 
her the Holy Scriptures, that She and They might 
thence bequickned and taught to adorn the In- 


ner Man with the Graces of God's Spirit, which 


are the Beauty of a Soul, and make a Perſon all 
Glorious within. And She taught them by her 
AFionis too, wiſely conſidering , that good In- 
ſtrutions would prove too weak for a Bad Ex- 
ample ; by the giving of which, worſe Marks and 
Signatures have been made by many Mothers on 
their Children after their Birth, thin by ſome of 
'em' before it. 

Her Command over her Servants was like that 
of the Will over the Inferior Faculties and Execu- 
tive Powers ; Natural, Agreeable and Eaſy, ſuch 
in all reſpeRs as it ought to be. Lo 

That which ſo much contributed to- render 
her ſo very Exemplary in the Diſcharge of all 
Relative Duties, was the Admirable Sweetneſs of 
an Excellent Natural Temper, which rendred her 
always Aﬀable and Courteous, Humble and Ob- 
liging to all Perſons and Companies, in every 
State and Condition of Life. She was Still, 
Calm, and Serene as a Summer's Day , when 
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the Wind doth not ſo much as murmur or whiſper, 
and there is neither Storm, nor the leaſt Speck of 
a Cloud. 

True Piety in {uch a Diſpoſition, is like beau- 
tiful Flowers growing in the Garden of Eden, which 
receive a Beauty from the Ground where they are 
planted, as well as they add a Glory to ic. Where- 
as the Souls of others are as an uncultivated Wil- 
derneſs, where wild Beaſts inhabit ; (furious Paſ- 
tons I mean) that are ready to leap forth on him 
who paſles by : And the Graces of God's Spirit, 
which (it may be) are really in them, are like the 
Fruits and Flowers (catter'd up and down theWoods, 
but ſo Hid and Cover'd by 'em, that no man expects 
to find 'em there, and they are not diſcernibl 
{him who travels that way. Great is the Unhap- 

pineſs of ſome (TI hope) Serious Chriſtians on E 
account of their Natural Temper,whoſe Souls while 
they live, are as Stiff as the Limbs of their Bodies 
will be when they are dead; and who are as Rough 
as an untrodden Path in a Froſty Morning. 

After this Account of her, it will not bes 
ro hear, that in what Company ſoever ſhe was, 
whoever was out of Humour, ſhe was always in 
it: And it was very Obſervable how ſometime 
ſhe would check a rifing Storm with her ſoft and: 
mild Speeches, and great Wiſdom, which were as 
Effeftual, as if ſhe had ſpoken with the Word of 
Authority and Power. F The 
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' The Miſerable in her found a very Compaſſio- 
nate and Charitable Friend, whom ſhe cken 
help'd with her Money, and Medicines too, in 
which ſhe took ſo much Delighr, that 'twas plain 
She Relieved and gave Eaſe to her Self and Them 
at the ſame time. 

She was wont to obſerve her ſtated Times of 
Retirement every Day into her Clofet ; no doubt 


—for Private Communion with God. But how ſhe 


Mat.6.6. 


Ads 12. 
7. 


demeaned her Self there, we muſt nor pretend 
to know. The Sonl of a ferious Chriſtian, on 
fuch-Occafions; reſembles the Subterraneous Lamps 
in-the Sepulchres of the Ancients which ſome Au- 
thors ſpeak of, that burn and ſhine, but 'tis with- 
tn: the narrow Confines of the little Incloſure, and 


car'tbear the being Expoſed to the free and open 


Air.' "Fhis is ro a&t according to our Saviour's| 


Dire&tion ; Thou, when thou prayeſt, enter into thy 
cloſet, and ſhut the door, that ſo the Eyes of others 


may not be upon thee. 


As for the Publick Worſhip, her Seat had been | 
ofttierEmpty,if her Heart had not been Full of Love | 


to the Ordinances. But She preferr'd the Health 
and- Proſperity of ber Soul before that of her Body. 
About 4 or-5 years ſince, the Palſy  ſmote her 
on the Side,as the Angel did Peter. This Diſcaſe al- 
{6 was, like hint, the Meſſenger of God. Bur there 

was this unhappy Difference in the Caſe, the kind! 
wy 12S Stroke 
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Stroke raiſed him up, but the Severe Blow beat her 
down. Nor did the Malady ſo ſoon depart from 
Her, as the good Spirit did from Him. It Abode 
by her, and greatly diſtreſſed her for many Days. 
Burt the humble Submiſſion, the Patience, and 
Cheartulneſs of a Chriſtian appeared in her Be- 
haviour-under this Afiction : As in a dark Night 
the Lights that are within the Houſe, ſhine chrough 
the wide Breaches which are made in the Walls 
of it, and are eaſily diſcerhed by all who are near. 

Arlength a Fever ſeized her, and made a Quick 
Diſpatch. After ſuch a Severe Shock as She had 
formerly felt, Death had Little ro do ; and She 
had Leſs. She was ſeized on Thurſday Night, and 


on the Tueſday following She gave up the Ghoſt. Nov. 29. 
She retained the Uſe of her Underſtanding to 2658. 


the Laſt; as the Stars of Heaven will their Bright- 
neſs to the End of all things, ceaſing/to Be where 


chey now are, and to Shine, both together. 


It hath been the laudable:Practice of Holy Per- 


ons to improve ſuch a Mercy, by giving ſomc 
ſerious Counſels to thoſe who. are about: them, 


and nearly related to 'em. It was not much thar 


-She was able to ſay during the whole of her laſt 


Sickneſs ; the outward Expreſſions of Grace were 
mightily hindred.by the great Weakneſs and Op- 
preſſion of Nature. And yet This way ſhe-ſpenr 
ſome of her Laſt Breath, though ſo very Little 


F 2 was 
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the very: next Mc 
Death enters the {ame Houle again. for a Second 


Diſorderly. Proce 


 lefs.ro be Regretted , becauſe he lived to a-Good 


was left her as was ſcarcely Sufficient to mini- 
ſer to along Sigh, or furniſh out an hearty Groan. 

Then ſhe took her Laſt Farewell of her dear 
Relations, with ſuch Courage' and Calmneſs of 
Mind, as plainly ſhewed that ſhe was got above 
Them, he ſhe Aſeended into Heaven; and as 
tho ſhe would teach them how to Part with Her, 
as well as how to Dye T hemelves. 

After ſuch an Example, it would be very inde» 
cent for thoſe Tivo, who for ſo many Years were 
always of the ſame. Mind, now to Begin to have 
contrary Sentiments, the One immoderately Grieving 
for that which is matter of the Higheſt Joy to 
the Other.. 


But. tho She: was gone to: her Long Home, yet 
did not the Mourners walk about the Streets ; but 
were ftill confined. For as hungry Pyrates who. 
are greedy of Spoil, do fpeedily return to- the 
Place where they [ately ſeized a Rich Prize ; fo 
ng after She was Interrd, 


Prey. The Daughter goes Firſt; the Aged Fa- 
ther (JOHN LANE theElder, Eſq;.) fol- 
lows after. Such is. the Method , or rather the 
ing of that[Laſt Enemy. 

The Death of this Worthy Gentleman is. the 


Old: 
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Old Age, in Both the Senſes of that Expreſion 
as to Years and Holineſs too. 


He was Exemplary in his Family ;' ſtriely 
Jaſt, and Honeſt, yea, and Honourable roo in 


all his Dealings. So that he got throngh/the 


- _ withour any Scandalous Impuratiort'; 


which muſt argue a great deal of Prudence as 
well as Innocence, conlidering inhow Wreeched an 
Age we hve; wherein there are fo matriy whofe 


Throats are as an open Sepulchre,, whence comes rom. 2. 


forth ſuch a Noiſome Breath, and Peſtilential 13. 


Vapour, as blaſts and kills the \Repuritior' of 
Men who are far better Ag themſelves. Me. 0, 

He did not loſe his Re Kin the Orhvd and 
Hurry of Worldly Bl He knew he had 
to deal with Gol As =" As- pack Man,” and 
therefore made” Conſcience of his: Duty to | him 
both in Publick-and/Private too*: Wh 


hercupotias 
ſoon as he had difpatch'd his Afﬀairs with his'Fel 


low-Creatures, He was wont to retire, 'as havin ol 


Martters of greater Moment to: 7 be: trankact 


"with his G 


- In Times of great Difficulty wllty 6 
ſed himſelf to Danger yr wy. the drier & 8 
when Religion and Liberty were'Boldly inv 


ded; and manyExceeded-the Madwils of Heb 


then [dolaters 5 being vety>fond:- -of* Sacrificing 


not only their Eſtates, Children, and Poſterity,, 


bur 
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but © Themſelves allo, .as a 2 Whole Burat-offtering 
to the All-Devourng MO L OCH of Tyranny, 
and Arbitrary, Unlimited Power. 
One -ching I look upon my ſelf. as peculiarly 
concern'd to take notice of,- viz, Thar He was 
| the Man , who was the Chief Inſtrument of 
drawing chat Admirable Divine Mr. Stephen Char- 
nock.out of his beloved Retirement, .and ſetting 
thar Glorious Light -in, a Golden Candleſtick ; 
Ty the Folly hs Peeviſhneſs of others ( to- 
ether with his own Modeſty ) had almoſt dri- 
yen, him. back, and, forc'd him under a Buſhel 
again. £27 101963 015 
» Aftex. our largly deceaſed Friend had been thus 
Eviceable to.God, _to..the Publick, and to all 
his.Relayons, ...it, pleaſed God. to; wiſe him with 
a. 290S Canon Il]neſs and Ipdilpoſition,, The 
a uitful Trees, do; .nqr- always enjoy -che 
r Sunſhine; bur ſometimes ate to be-found 
in the'Shade. © However, in, the Evening Tiume it 


was Light. .'Arlaſt, he Quietly And Peaegably 
ended his Days, after he had enjo) yedhis!Rela- 
tions With chad qaralyre of. Delight and 'Com- 
fact, .as'Men,whoare, fo ;far Advanc'd in Tears ge- 

gerally tare jwont, to. do: For he. was in his 
Seveny, Fighth. X car, i near.,the Second and. the 
{arſe ata Fewod of, Blptoan, Life. | 


'e 
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The Days of our Tears are Threeſcore Vears 'and Plal. go. 
Ten ; and if by reaſon of Strength they are Four- © 
ſeore (' or touch the Borders of it) yet is our 
Strength Labour and Sorrow. And when Age 
hath made Men ſo Feeble, no wonder that it 
follows, It is ſoon cyt off, and we flee away.- When 
the Cloth is ſftretcht forth ſo very far , 'tis not 
ſtrange if it be a little Bare, and Thin; the . 
Threads looſely hang together , and ir is Eaſily 
torn. 
He was not Inſenſible thar his End was draw- _ 
ing on. Like our Saviour, he ſpake of his De- Luke g. 
ceaſe before he Accompliſhd it. And he died with- 32- 
out Fear, having a little -before profels'd his 
Truſt and Hope in his Dear Redeemer, and fo 
tell aſleep m him. bo, $17.37 3997 
Once hath this FAMILY heard, yea Twice Pfal. 62: 
hath it been ſpoken to'em in the narrow Compaſs ?*: 
of a Few Days, Thatthe Sovereign Power of Life 
and Death belongs unto God. Hei Fleals and Wounds; Deur. 
He Saves alive, and He' Kills, mmd'None can deli- 32+39+ 
ver out f his Hand ; And who ſhall ſay to Him, 
who worketh all things according to the Counſel of bis x,y, ., 
own Will, Why haſt thou done either 'Thts of 11. 
That? He is the God: of all the Families of the 
Earth ; and dare any to whiſper ſuch a Word as 
this, © I would have my Houſe to be a Peculiar, 
« Exempted from his Juriſdiftion , which he ſhall 
* never 
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« rityer /1/it, nor have any, thing to do: withal ? 
<« Or at leaſt I,.delire that he would ask my 
«Leave, and'manage all according to my Will 
<« and Pleaſure : 5. e. Infinite Wiſdom ſhould be 
Guided ( if that be not too good a Word for it) 
by meer Weaknels and Folly. 


4a. 
_—_— TX —_— 


The Voice of the Lord in this Providence cries 
to the Family z and that fo loudly, as not only 
to reach Their Ears but\Ours too. Not fo as the 

AQs9.7; Voice from __ did-to. the Men;who accam- 
comper:* panied Saul, anly ing Gengral:Confuſed Murmur, 
__ which they knew,not what to NT It ſpeaks 
Audibly, DiſtinRly, and Intelligibly to All of us. 

Ir crieth,. That Ml Fleſhis Graſs. - | | 
Were it the Aged Father Only that was dead , it 
. 15 maybe buta very Few:of -you would look upon 
your ſelves as Concerned to._-hearken. - For this 
is the Unaccountable Folly. of; the moſt, they 
Hope tallive till they. are Qld, ond, yet will hardly; ver 
- - Beheve that they are jo. Bur, for. me, ler Perſons 
- rank themlelyes as they pleaſe; either among 
the Younger or the Elder ( for I am-no Maſter of 
_ 11 the Ceremonies), my Text, {and -the/late Provi- 
dence, will reach you All.' Belides, and Gefore 
Him. too, his-Daughter was ſnatch'd away inthe 
Forty Third. Year of her Age. You ſee Perſons 
of Both Sexes, and Both: Sorts, and; Both of 
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.em -Saints, lye down in the duſt together , 
Worms ſhall. cover them. ' 
The Voice of. the Lord cries-to them who arc 
one Fleſh, Walk together like Heirs of the Grace of 
Life ; for tho no Human Authority can, yer Death 
will give a Bill of Divorce to either Husband or 
Wife. To them who are. One Spirit, it cries, 
tho Whiſperers ſhould not, yer Death will Sepa- p,,, 
rate chief Friends. Ir cries to Root and Branch, 6. 28.. 
\ "That Death, which regards not the Laws of 
Nature, will ſet Parents and Children at as-great 
a Diſtance from each other as Earth is from 
Heaven. Surly and Inexorable as it is, it re- 
gards not the Perſons of the Mighty, the Ho- 
nourable, the Holy, or the Aged, makes even 
| thoſe to whom Others Bow, to Stoop before itſelf. 
[Tis the Univerſal Monarch, that reigns over All, 
from the Sin of the Firſt, ro the Glorious Re- 
turn 'of the Second Adam, who Alone is able to 
deſtroy this Enemy. Ir ſubdues every Country, 
ravages every Place, ſpoils and ſtrips every Per-- 
ſon; and God only knows how Soon it may 
break into-any of our Families , like, an.impe- 
 ritous Flood bearing down All before it-- - -» - 
. We walk in.a Mzft, which is-fo very Thick, 
that the Youngeſt and Sharpeſt Eye is not able- 
to ſee. far before. it.. We know not, but.that the 
very next Step. we take , = may unawares ſet 
one. 
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one Foot in the Grave, ad the other ſlide imme 
diately after it. Be ye therefore always\ ready. 
Bleſſed are the Dead which die in the Lord. For 
when: the Wicked  fhall move out of their Holes 
like the Worms that have deyour d'em ; the Righ- 
teous ſhall be raiſed out of their Graves in; 4. 
Glory. equal to tharf the Angels. In their Re- 
Ftored Fleſh ſhall” "Mey ſee God, and behold theit 
Redeemer, aſcribing Gly, and Bleſſing, Hononr, 
and. Praiſe to God, and to the Lamb that fitteth upon 
the Throne, ' for ever and ever. Amen aid Amen. 
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the great Advantage of - Revelation above Reaſon, ith 
Two Great Points, Ong ' &im, Shs Tubs Seay of 
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Printed or John Lawince at the Angel in re Pouttrey) 3 &nd 
« Cocketill & the Corres of - Watwick-Lane, © ;. 
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